
Under a Cloud by Binoo K. John, 
with its eye-catching cover and a 
few colour plates, sets about the 

task of looking at life in the world’s rainiest 
place (along with Hawaii’s Waialeale), and 
unravels some of the mysteries attached to 
the phenomenon at Cherra and the nearby 
village of Mawsynram, 
and then casts a story. 

The “Great Rain Show” 
crucially begins at mid-
night, where there is “an 
aura of expectation and 

Cherrapunji”; a phenom-
enon that has cast a spell 
on locals, visitors, meteo-
rologists and neighbour-
ing Bangladesh alike, 
and played out for three 
months.

In fact, in 1873, a tor-
rent of water is reported 
to have moved a 250-
tonne block of 
granite over a dis-
tance of 100 yards 
in a night.

But what is even 
more fascinating is 
that in this plateau, 

-
ing. And there can 
be a drought too. 
Or even the big-

gest recorded earthquake, 8.8 on the Rich-
ter, in 1897.

Writer and MLA Paul Lyngdoh, who is 
currently reading the book, says, “John has 

in the book. It is a travelogue that captures 
the essence of Sohra.”

John has quoted nu-
merous facts, especially 
recorded during the Raj 
that he has acknowledged 
from his many archival 
sources, the main one 
being the Assam Gazet-
teer. The book essentially 
comes alive in his journey 
into the “watery innards” 
of Cherra — in his de-
scriptions of the beauty of 
the hills, and his account 
of the lifestyle of Khasi 
people who inhabit them. 
This could be the heart of 
Cherra, not the rains, and, 

in a way, the heart of 
his book as well.

There is the descrip-
tion of children skip-
ping along to school 
with careful attention 
on not getting their 
notebooks wet, and 
the “in-good-shape 
education industry 
in this playground of 

evangelism”; the blanket-covered labourer 

of his experiences in the various jeeps and 
rickshaws in Shillong; the shadow of seces-
sionism; the bureaucrats; his run-ins with 
the Khasi women, “with their sense of pur-

their having been brought up in a matrilin-
eal society”; a hair-raising trek and stomach 
churning meals.

“John has a knack for attention to detail 
in painting a panoramic view of the Cher-
rapunjee landscape, its chequered history, 
its cultural relevance, proselytisation and its 
alluring beauty,” Lyngdoh says. 

John begins to unwind his journey and 
meets the rain men to unravel the magic be-
hind the blast of rain in Cherrapunjee’s Met 

-
ing the “Clouds’ Own Country”.

“A worthwhile read, I would recommend 
it to everyone”, he says.

Reading suggestions for the week:

1. 3 Novels by Cesar Aira
2. The Savage Detectives by Roberto 

Bolano

By Sanskriti Singh 

Srights in a repressive, fun-
damentalist Islamic society 

has an extra sense of urgency. Ter-
rorism is the threat. The gathering 
strength of religious leaders and 
the discontent of impoverished 
Saudies are threatening to topple 
the comfortable world Sultana 
has known. Royal women live as 
virtual prisoners, surrounded by 

unimaginable wealth and luxury, 
privileged beyond thoughts and 
yet subject to every whim of their 
husbands, fathers and even sons.

In several chapters of Desert
Royal, Jean Sassoon brings 
out the painful life led by 
women of Saudi Arabia. The 

‘Munira’s Destiny’ followed 
by ‘Munira’s wedding’. Sul-
tan’s niece Munira was given 
to a man who was of her fa-
ther’s age. She suffered end-
lessly and bore the pain of life 
ravished by time and people. 
Munira’s father himself gave 
her away to suffer the pain and 
death.

Sasson describes the subju-
gation of women in Saudi so-
ciety and their helplessness in 
the name of tradition. Women 
are nothing more than a com-
modity, a mere showpiece.

These chapters are followed 
by many more chapters that 
unravel the truth behind the 
veil of each dying woman and 
the girl child who faces harassment 
each moment and survives the rav-

ages and torments.
This is a compelling story set 

against the background of a turbu-

lent society pitting mon-
archy, external political 
pressures and the tug of 
economic hardships in the 

revenues.
This is the land that pro-

duced Osama-bin-Laden 
yet it is a land of beauty, 
history and home of Is-
lam’s holiest sites. 

Surrounded by unbe-
lievable opulence, Princes 

and she has reacted to ter-
rorism in an equally des-
perate ways.

It is on the desert trip 
with her family that she 
discovers her truth of life 

each slave and past of a 
“Harem”.

She witnesses her own 
nephew harassing a 14-year-

the helpless women and daughters 

“Sultana’s circle” was the main es-
sence of her quest to overcome the 
challenging situations.

Princess Sultana, the mother of 
two daughters Maha and Amani 
and a son Abdullah, is successful 
as a mother too. She raises her son 
to be a personality in favour of 
justice and teaches him to oppose 
injustice towards women. 

Sultana strikes a chord among all 
women who are lucky to live their 
share of freedom. Women of this 
status are having everything but 
freedom. That is a gripping topic.

The book has deep essence of 
pain and imprisoned thoughts and 
is captivating.

(The author is a student 
of Class X)

Book: Desert Royal
Author: Jean Sarron

Publisher: RHUK 
Publishers

Pages: 343 Price:399

“If I were a dictator, religion and state 
would be separate. I swear by my reli-
gion. I will die for it. But it is my per-
sonal affair. The state has nothing to do 
with it. The state would look after your 
secular welfare, health, communica-
tions, foreign relations, currency and so 
on, but not your or my religion. That is 
everybody’s personal concern!” 

— Mahatma Gandhi

There seems to be an uncertainty over 
freedom of religion in modern India. 

-
tional right of every citizen of the coun-
try. This means that our policymakers 
will endorse and support our countrymen 
no matter how diverse they are in their 
religious beliefs. The minorities and the 
backward classes will have the freedom 

to practise their respective religions. 
Since the time of Independence, many 

rules and policies were amended and re-
placed to create a common platform for 
all and to justify the popular phrase ‘Uni-

that despite the diversity, the idea of secu-
larism is inspiring.

However, as we start developing in 
some way or the other, many ideologies 

that one section of the society will domi-

we have seen what happened during the 
1984 Sikh agitation, December 1992 
Babri Masjid demolition, communal riots 
in Mumbai in 1992 and 1993, 2002 Guja-
rat riot and 2013 Muzaffarnagar riot. 

The violence and the dance of death in 
every nook and corner of these cities and 
towns, which once saw peace and harmo-
ny, prompted many citizens to brood over 
their safety and security in the country. 

The incidents show that secularism in 
India has become substantially 
affected by some section of big-
ots. All these incidents show 
how the secular and democratic 
India is rapidly becoming an in-
tolerant fascist Hindu Rashtra. 
Therefore, the need of the hour 
is to make the present Govern-
ment realise that as we belong to 
a country of diversity it should 
make an effort to protect the 
freedom of religion. As citizens 
we should force and protest if 
any Government tries to create 
communal disharmony and di-
vide people in the name of reli-
gion. Any initiative taken by any 
government should not have an 
impact on any religious group.

Secularism is not only in our 
Constitution but also in our 
veins. We worship Mother Na-
ture too. We believe that the 
world is our family — Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi said in 
one of his speeches. Now he has 
to walk the talk. 

(Contributed by Cleverson 
Majaw)
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with all correct answers will get Rs 200

QUIZ
1. Who is the author of the book Big Little Lies, which 
has been adapted into a miniseries by HBO?
2. Dr G Yunupingu, a blind singer-songwriter from Aus-
tralia, died recently. In what language would he sing?
3. Government of which country has recently cleared 
the sale of 22 unmanned Guardian drones to India?
4. Who was the top goal scorer in the Champions League 
2016-17?
5. Which State Government has launched, ‘Anuyatra’, 
an empowerment programme for the differently-abled?
6. Michael A’Hearn, who was posthumously awarded 
for his works, is a pioneer in which subject?

aimed at eventual reduction and elimination of pest-
borne diseases, this year?

Picks of the day: Identify the personalities 

1 3 42

Last week’s answers: 1. Dark net marketplaces 2. Rami Malek 3. 96th 4. India 

Picks of the day

The winner of last week’s contest is Madhusmita Nayak

ESSAY COMPETITION
Pen is mightier than sword and words are loud-
er than scream. So Sunday Shillong is giving 
readers between 12-15 years of age the op-
portunity to write not more than 600 words

on ‘Where
have all the 
playgrounds 
gone’. The best 
essay will get 
Rs 200. The 
winner will 
have to collect 
the money from 
The Shillong 
Times office 
after providing 
proof of identi-
fication.

Writers'
Block

Essay

Book
review

VERSETILE
A Curious Case

He trudges the sidewalks of Laitumkhrah.
Says he whispers to himself
Others see him making strange
indistinct noises.
Everywhere he goes
He carries a paperback in his black trench coat
It’s a novel by Joyce,
A story about a poet.
When he sits alone in that same old
bus stand
He quivers and shivers when he reads.
He sees those words dance in the air
He wickedly smiles as he mumbles
and mumbles “Me...am...poet...”

colours of fame and glory
Nothing is lost to a man who believes.

Willie Gordon Suting

Oblivion
Growing up, pleasant smiles everywhere 
I had dreams, they were vague.

Holding up, with my slight conscience; I was naive 
and everything didn't seem clear.

and I'm impelled to be remembered.
I will not relinquish my promise,

Oh oblivion! Spare me. I beg you, don't call out my 
name. I'd rather endure pain while I'm remaining rather 
than being called out by you when my build goes cold.
My oath to you oblivion, I will not cease until I'm fully 
sated with myself.
I wish for individuals to remember my title when I'm 
reposed on a bed of white silk.
I'm rather impulsive, but I shall never feel no remorse. 
Oh oblivion! Spare me. I beg you, don't call out my 
name. I'm restive knowing you're out there.
I shall age with mistakes but oh; 
I beg you, don't call out my name.

Althea Faith Kharshiing, Class IX

Revenant
A revenant she was, wrapped in silent screams.
Her nights were hellish, haunted by her dreams.
The tale of horror was written on her skin,
The scars were ugly, her past was mean.

Trapped in the gallows of time were her deeds.
Sowed in the tar of guilt were the sickly seeds.

She became the shield of her sisters’ desire.
In her rested the sun’s rage,

She cared for no sage,
She was the master of her own desire.

The moon, her distant sister cried,
I have no spark, I have no light.
Darkness engulfed, she lost her sight.
The enraged Sun caught hold of her light.
“Imbecile mistress! Oh my dear moon.

Said the sun in her own glory,
Stronger she became for the wars so gory.

The sun burned and burned more,
The war mongers ended like they were folklore.

Aadrita Chakravorty
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Willie Gordon Suting

Women in desert kingdom

Mysteries of clouds’ own country

(Continued from Page A)

“We organise frequent awareness programmes and 
warn people against sharing ATM card or any personal 
details with strangers. Also, we ask them to report social 
media and email hackings at the earliest so that we can 

The situation in the State has not gone out of control 
and an advisory still discourages many youngsters to be 
adventurous on social media, she assures.

Such advisories, however, do not stop cyber fraudsters 
who are operating from outside the State. A victim of hack-
ing in the city says his Yahoo account was hacked from 
Nigeria but CAC could not trace the culprit. 

replied to their email. “This is another problem that we 
face. These companies in most cases do not get back to us. 
Such non-communication slows down our investigation,” 

Another impediment for the cell is lack of a well-equipped 

have to depend on laboratories in Kolkata or Hyderabad 
and in the process, investigation is affected. 

But Priya says it will be wrong to single out states or the 
police machinery. “The Centre is talking big about digitisa-
tion and hushing up the thousands of cyber breaches that 
are taking place in the country to conceal the cracks in the 
security system.”

 In 2016, 32 lakh debit cards of various banks were com-
promised. In the same year, the Prime Minister’s mobile 
app was hacked by a 22-year-old whose intention was to 
point out the loophole in the system. 

The pace at which cyber crime is increasing in the coun-
try, it won’t be wrong to be apprehensive about the security 
of one’s identity the details of which are stored under the 

~ NM

(The contact details of the cyber assistance cell are  
0364- 2504001,  9615191002 and email is 

ccw-meg@gov.in. The  cell functions from 10am to 6 pm 
on all working days)

Darknet


