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QUIZ

Picks of the day: Identify the personalities 

Last week’s answers: 1. 14 2. Cuba 3. Allahabad Bank 4. Madhya Pradesh 5. Cancer 
6. Zimbabwe 7. MP 8. Umbayee

Picks of the day
1.   Sanjay Gandhi 2. Neil Nitin Mukesh  3. K C Pant 4. Ajit Wadekar

The winner of last week’s contest is Simiran Mohapatra

1. In which part of the world did the ice cream prank start (it in-
volves real ice cream)?
2.  Which two cricketers have topped the ICC Test batting and 
bowling rankings?
3. Who has been appointed as the youth ambassador for Com-
monwealth?
4. Who won the women's title at the Asian Continental Blitz 
Chess Championship in Chengdu, China?
5. World Champion Saksham Yadav recently passed away in 
a road accident. He had won the 2017 world championships in 
which sporting category?

The Millionairess,
featured its stars Peter Sellers and Sophia Loren?
7. What seven words provide the opening line of the Shakespeare 
play Richard III?
8. Punjab was annexed to the British empire during the reign of 
which governor general?
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Tips to beat monsoon woes
Looking gorgeous, 

glamorous and 
radiant is manda-

tory for girls during 
Raskha Bandhan, the 
most special Hindu 
festival celebrated to

mark the bond and love 
between brothers and sisters. Beauty ex-
pert Shahnaz Husain will tell you how 
to get ready for the special occasion. 

Celebrations remain incomplete with-
out looking good and dressing different-
ly which signify love, joy and emotions 
shared between brothers and sisters on 
this special occasion.

The festival is celebrated in the Hindu 
month of Shravan in peak hot and humid 
monsoon season that wreaks havoc on 
your skin and hair. 

A common problem during monsoon 
is rash and allergy on skin and moist dull 
hair which can spoil your mood.

Here we have some wonderful tips that 
will make sure that your charm and glow 
remains at its best this Rakhi.

In the hot and humid season, the skin 
needs toning and refreshing. Here are 
some home remedies:

Watermelon juice is a good skin 
toner and relieves dryness too. It cools, 
refreshes and softens the skin. Apply on 
the face and wash off with plain water 
after 20 minutes.

Fruit Mask for all Skin Types: Fruits 
like banana, apple, papaya, orange can 
be mixed together and applied on the 
face. Keep it on for 20 to 30 minutes. 
Then wash off with water. It cools the 
skin, cleanses dead cells and removes 
tan.

Cooling Mask: Mix cucumber juice 
with two teaspoons of powdered milk 
and one egg white into a smooth paste. 
Apply on the face and neck and rinse off 
with water after half an hour.

Mask for Oily Skin: Mix one table-
spoon of multani mitti with rose water 
into a paste and apply on the face. Wash 
off when dry. After applying face mask, 
take two of the cotton wool pads soaked 
in rose water and use them as eye pads. 
Squeeze out the rose water and then 
apply on closed lids. Lie down and 
relax, while you have the mask and eye 
pads on. Used tea bags can also do the 
trick. Soak them in a little warm water, 

squeeze out the water and apply on the 
eyes like eye pads.

To soften rough, bushy or frizzy hair, 
mix some water with creamy hair condi-
tioner and put it in a spray bottle. Spray 
the mixture on the hair. Then comb the 
hair, so that it spreads through the hair.

Raksha Bandhan is usually celebrated 
during the day. Daytime make-up has to 
be light and carefully done. If you have 
a clear skin, leave out foundation. After 
cleansing, apply a sunscreen with a built-
in moisturiser. 

Then apply powder. Translucent pow-
der, like a baby powder, is good. For oily 
skin, apply astringent lotion instead of 
moisturiser. Then apply compact pow-
der. Pay attention to the oily areas on the 
face, like nose, forehead and chin. Press 
the powder all over the face and neck 
with a slightly damp sponge. This helps 
it to set and lasts longer. If you wish to 
apply blusher, use less and blend well. 

on the face.
For eye make-up stick to eye pencils 

during the day or line your eyelids with 
brown or gray eye shadow. This gives a 
softer effect. Then apply only one coat of 
mascara that helps to make the eyes look 
darker and brighter, but prevents the 
“heavily made-up” look.

For lipstick, avoid dark colours, like 
dark maroon. Go for light pastel colours, 
pink, mauve, light brown, copper or 

bronze. The colours should not be too 
intense. Or use only lip gloss. First 
outline the lips with a lip pencil, same 
shade as your lipstick. Fill in colour with 
a lipstick brush. Obviously outlined lips 
are out of fashion.

For a special occasion like Raksha 
Bandhan, you can try a new hairstyle, 
like putting up your hair with fancy hair 

hair can be quite alluring.
Long hair is very much the trend, with 

cascading waves or curly and bouncy 
hair.  Go for the softer look with curls 
or natural waves in the lower half of the 
hair. The classic ponytail is also dictating 
trends. It suits most face shapes, because 
one can wear a pony tail high or low 
with a fringe or without, or with wisps or 
curls falling down, with that carefully-
careless look. 

A ponytail is actually an easy hairdo. 
With ribbons or other hair accessories, 
it can even provide a touch of glamour. 
One can have a ponytail for a formal or 
an informal look. 

For a long face, wear a low pony 
tail and have a light long fringe falling 
straight down. For an oval face, wear it 
with a side-swept fringe. For a square 
jawed face, have wisps of long curls 
falling down on either side of the face, 
just beyond jaw level. It will suit a round 
face too. Or you can put the hair up with 
the help of hair clips.

Pexel

By Saket Suman

In a book released this week, the 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) has been projected as 

-
ganisation in India today”. 

The implications of the Sangh’s 
functioning on India’s culture, par-
ticularly in the context of Hinduism, 
or what is called Hindutva, is well 
known but is this projection an ap-
peasement of the all-powerful Sangh 
by providing them legitimacy in 
what is billed as a scholarly offering 
“backed by deep research”, or is it 
worthy praise bestowed in the light 
of its work in the culture domain?

The offering at hand is the sum to-
tal of all aspects that the authors felt 
have led the Sangh to take its pres-
ent shape — that of the ideological 
parent of the ruling government with 
country-wide presence and strong 

answers but, for reasons best 
known to the authors and pub-

-
ten beats around the bush when it 
comes to tackling the most perti-
nent issues related to the Sangh 
in contemporary times.

Let us begin with two chapters 
in the book titled “Ghar Wapsi” 
(Homecoming) and “Protect-
ing the Cow”. Both of these issues 
have gained prominence ever since 
the current RSS-backed government 
came to power in 2014 and has led 
to numerous instances of mob vio-
lence and lynching. The horrors aris-
ing from some (of many) recorded 
instances have shaken the nerves of 
right-thinking individuals and has 
caused fear among the minorities, 
but the generosity with which the au-
thors tackle the subject is appalling.

The book elaborates on why pro-
tecting the cow and ghar wapsi hold 

RSS, charting the beliefs of its ideal-
ogues Hedgewar and Golwalkar, and 
then draws a case study around the 
BJP’s dealings with the beef issue in 

the North East, where the ruling par-
ty sort of accepted it as it is a norm 
in the region.

It quotes a slew of prominent RSS 
and BJP leaders who contend, like 
the Sangh’s prachar pramukh Man-
mohan Vaidya, that “we (the RSS) 
don’t tell society what to eat”, adding 
that even people who eat beef could 
become its members.

Their assertion, however, is in stark 
contrast to the ground reality where 

have been directly responsible for 
horrendous acts of violence in the 
name of the holy cow, dearer to the 
organisation than those lynched for 
slaughtering and, supposedly, con-
suming its meat.

The authors fail to raise tough ques-
tions despite their “unprecedented 
access” to key leaders of the Sangh, 
who are otherwise largely unap-
proachable by mainstream media.

And then there is “What Does Hin-

dutva Mean?”, an elaborate chap-
ter on the philosophy of the Sangh. 
Here again, the Sangh’s leaders paint 
a rosy picture of all things good in 
their philosophy. They say, as the 
book quotes them, that India is “a 
civilisational nation state” and that 
the RSS has never talked of making 
Hinduism a state religion.

RSS literature, which, according to 
the authors, speaks approvingly of 
the religious and cultural diversi-
ties. Again, there is no meeting point 
between their words and ground re-
alities, and what is more, the authors 
just let that be, without probing fur-
ther.

The book goes on to quote RSS 

chief Mohan Bhagwat as saying that 
forcing others to chant “Bharat Mata 
ki Jai” is wrong and that “all people 
living in the country are our own 
and we can’t force our ideology and 
thinking on them”. Really, the au-
thors should have asked some ques-
tions here as well, but they do not.

Moving on, there is a chapter on 
“Indianising Education”, where the 
authors claim that within months of 
the BJP’s victory in the 2014 general 
election, the then HRD Minister Sm-

-
ures” who wanted “the essentials of 

school curriculum across the country.
It further mentions that in view of 

the “importance of the HRD Minis-
try in implementing the RSS goal of 
‘indianising’ education”, the party 
selected Prakash Javadekar to re-
place the controversial Irani.

“Just a month after assuming his 
new post, Javadekar called a meeting 

that included senior RSS and BJP 

of the Sangh parivar engaged in 
education,” the book says.

The motive of this meeting, 
says the book, was to discuss “the 
draft education policy earlier ini-
tiated by Irani” and to seek “sug-
gestions to instill nationalism, 
pride and ancient Indian values in 

modern education”.
Notably, the over-400-page book’s 

actual text runs till page 256, af-
ter which is the appendix and notes 
section, which go on for about 150 
pages. It also charts brief biographies 
of the RSS leadership, in glowing 
terms, and its constitution.

Even though this book is a missed 
opportunity as there is much more 

the RSS and the country — that de-
manded exploration, it is not devoid 
of merit.

This book’s big achievement is in 
charting the journey of the Sangh — 
how the once banned organisation 
came into the mainstream, mobil-
ised voters and played a crucial role 

in the 2014 general election, as it is 
expected to play in the coming elec-
tion too.

But in its totality, the sense that a 
reader gets after reading this book 

describes the inner working mecha-
nisms of the organisation but fails 
to point out the outcomes resulting 
thereby.

The book surely has a lot of sub-
stance but can one possibly look at 

burnt in it? This book does just that. 
(IANS)

Book: The RSS - A View to the 
Inside; Authors: Walter K. 

Andersen and Shridhar D. Damle; 
Publisher: Penguin; Pages: 405; 

Price: Rs 699
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Rosy picture 
By Sanskriti Singh

The Cuckoo’s Calling written 
by J K Rowling in 2013 and 
published under the pseud-

onym Robert Gilbraith is a wonder-
-

derfully entertaining though there 
is nothing amazingly original.

Cormoran Strike is a wounded 
war veteran with a chequered past 
and damaged love life. Financial 
woes trouble him.He sleeps in 

provided him the lifestyle that his 
mother could never give him.He 
sets up a private de-
tective agency but 
the only problem is 
lack of clients with 
deep pockets. 

Then comes the 
temporary secre-
tary Robin Ella-
cott, with a slightly 

a secret dream to 
become a detec-
tive. Both Strike 
and Robin are fully 

-
acters that we care 
for at the end of the 
novel.

The crime that he is to investi-
gate is the suicide of a super model 
Lula Landry.

A man with a complicated father 
and a confusing girlfriend, both of 
whom could do the worst to hurt 

a woman with similar problems 
where her people can hurt her in 
any way to gain her property. The 
novel is full of old values and sim-
ple realisations. 

Lula is adopted by a wealthy 
family and her adopted brother 
is a money-minded man who for 
wealth can do anything.

As Strike sets out to investigate 
the suicide case we are introduced 
to an elaborate cast – an effemi-
nate dress designer, a drug taking 
paparazzi avoiding boyfriend, a 

chauffeur, an elderly, dying moth-
er, disapproving family members, 

etc.
The girl wanders to look for 

woman unaffected by any human 
emotions.

The author creates a realistic 
scenario with London almost be-
coming an extra character as Strike 
walks the streets and a satisfactory 
plot with a good cast of suspects. 
The element of suspense remains 
intact till the end of the story and 
the plot unfolds gradually.

“Unhappy is he whose fame 
makes his misfortunes famous.” 
Lula was such a character that her 

fame made her mis-
fortunes of having 
a broken family and 
a sad life famous. 
She was suffering 
quietly the compli-
cations of her life. 

But the most grip-
ping character here 
is that of Cormoran 
Strike, the detec-
tive. A good start 
for a crime novel 
reads this year. 

This novel be-
gins slowly from a 
simple complicated 

man to a mysteri-
ous murder case. The author has 
done an excellent job diverting the 
thoughts of the readers from the 
real killer. I really admire the cover 
of the book as it complements the 
story line. Finally the end is beau-
tiful here with the lines that keep 
wavering in my mind.:

I cannot rest from travel: I will 
drink/Life to the less; all times I 
have enjoyed/Greatly, have suf-
fered greatly, both with those/That 
loved me, and alone; on shore and 
when/Through scudding drifts the 
rainy Hyades/Next the dim sea: I 
am become a name...

Book: The Cuckoo’s Calling; 
Author: Robert Gilbraith (JK 
Rowling); Publisher: Sphere; 

Pages: 550; Price: Rs 499

(The author is a student of 
Loreto Convent)

Rowling’s gripping 
murder mystery


