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VERSETILE
Race

Cementing all cracks in heart
an invisible rat runs 

It shakes off fears from tears

not to burn the world around
but to turn barren minds

to reach invisible goals 

which fold and unfold open secrets of life.
The invisible rat taps my shoulder
to be ready for trips to sight
belling my insight to peep into real facts 
easily concealed in winged imaginations.
I become more practical 
in noble vision, in solemn mission 

and the rat provides me the light.

Bipul Chandra Kalita

I am not an island
While lying on the bed feverstruck,
I was all alone
Within the solitary precincts of my house.
Outside, the din and noise
Of tiny-tots playing cricket on the road
Came pouring into my ears
Regularly; and there was no dearth

I heard frequently the familiar sound
Of motor vehicles
Whizzing past the curb in front of my house
I also tried music and books
To stave off the dreaded specter 
Of boredom and loneliness.
I remembered my friends,
My pals and acquaintances;
But nobody came. Music was there
And books were there; Noise was there
And houses were there.
Encircled by the people,
Yet alone, my heart cried, and cried so often
Come to me O,my dear ones,
I am not an Island.

Rakesh Chandra

The ocean
The ocean with its deep composure 
touches my mind.

stage; history changed, 
New civilisations came and left,
But the ocean stood its place in 
the test of time.
The strength of its silent presence
The depth of its dark water
In the sea of time; thus making it immortal.  
The meeting of the ocean with the sky at the 
horizon; the incessant beating of the waves 
on the shores
The sandy coastline washed every second by 

The shells and oysters dropped on the beach 
Demonstrates the majestic presence of 
the ocean.
Throughout the ages like the great old grand-
pa, sitting beside in his cozy armchair,
Looking at us silently with soothing eyes. 

Saikat Kumar Basu

Truth behind Staines story
By Heather Cecilia Phanwar

Graham Stuart Staines, 
an Australian Christian 
missionary, and his two 
minor sons, aged 10 and 

six, were burnt alive inside their 
car in a cold January night of 1999 
in Odisha’s Kendujhar district. 
The reason: Staines was alleg-
edly forcing Hindus to convert to 
Christianity. The criminals: right-
wing activists. 

“The story of Staines needed 
to be heard,” Aneesh Daniel, the 
director of The Least of These: 
The Graham Staines Story that 
released nationally on March 29 
and in Shillong on April 5, told 
Sunday Shillong during his visit to 
the city. 

Daniel said he never thought he 
would direct a movie based on 
the incident but he strongly felt 
the need to tell the story. He met 
Staines’ wife one year after the 
grotesque incident and “it was 
only when she agreed to it that our 
production started”.

Though the script was ready by 

years to complete the movie. “The 

continents — the writer is an Aus-
tralian, the music director is from 
South Africa, music was recorded 
in Budapest, the producer is from 
America and the director an In-

Pradesh,” said the director. 
The director said he tried not to 

stray away from the true story and 
incorporated in the movie those 
people who witnessed the event. 
People who were affected with 

The man who played the driver 
of Staines is a real character. His 
name is Mishal.

The characters of Daniel and 
Gladys Staines are played by Ste-
phen Baldwin and Shari Wied-
mann.

A dedicated team worked on 
choosing the cast, Daniel said.

The director said he wanted to 
show the leprosy home in Odisha 
where Staines had visited. “This 
made the movie truer and more 
authentic,” he said. 

However, Daniel said he needed 

his life”. This was when the need 

and the character of the journalist 
Manav Banerjee, played by Shar-
man Joshi, was introduced. In the 

-
versions. “But in the end the truth 
always cost something,” said the 
Hyderabad-based director, who 
has over 30 years of experience in 

Before venturing into feature 
-

vision and corporate houses, ad 

worked with eminent directors like 
Shyam Benegal and Mira Nair. 

When asked if there is any polit-
ical agenda in releasing the movie 
before the election, the director 
said, “There is no reference to any 

neither it was biased towards any 
colour or any individual.”

Daniel said he wanted to release 

the movie during Easter 
but no theatre was avail-
able since a blockbuster 
movie was scheduled to 
release.

“Why not during elec-

about forgiveness. This is 
the best time to talk about 
forgiveness because we 
are throwing mud at each 
other. Forgiveness plays a strong 
element in the movie,” he added. 

the censor board without any cuts 

at anyone and it stands on its own 
merit”.

The director said the response 

shows were running houseful.
According to Daniel, people 

don’t need to be missionaries to 
a different country but can start 
noble work at home and in the 
neighbourhood.

“You can help people in need. 
You can be your own mission-
ary. Of course, there is a price to 
pay for the truth but you have to 
work hard for the truth. Truth has 

be courageous to tell the truth,” 
the director added.

“Unfounded fear prevents you 
from doing good,” says Staines in 
the movie. 

Public view

The shows in Shillong also ran 
houseful and the audience com-
prised people from all age groups. 
There was pin-drop silence inside 
the theatre hall. 

watch the movie with her friends, 
said, “I loved the movie. It made 
me realise that I’m so blessed to 
have the liberty to worship and 
witness Jesus freely. Also, to be a 
true Christian means carrying your 
cross, be forgiving in any situation. 
The movie should be screened 
for many more days and weeks in 
Shillong so that through it the love 
of Christ will be known.”

“What the director portrayed 
about Christians is true and it is 
still happening all over the world. 
The movie is unbiased and stuck 
to the incident. What really struck 
me is that though India is a secu-
lar country, hatred between differ-
ent religions still exists. What we 
believe should be decided by us 
and not by anyone else. Graham 
Staines was a true missionary who 
did not care what other people 
thought about him. He was the one 
who took care of the lepers when 
no one was there to help them. As 
human beings we tend to criticise 
people who do something good 
when we can’t do anything about 
it. I highly recommend people to 
watch it,” said an elderly person 
who was emotional when she came 
out of the cinema. 

A young member of the audience, 
Lizzie Phanwar, felt that the movie 
portrayed true love for mankind. 
“‘To live is Christ, to die is gain’ is 
an example of who Graham Staines 
is as a missionary,” she said. 

Shaphrang Sawkmie, another 
young viewer, was surprised how 
a sensitive incident such as the 
Staines’ murder could be por-
trayed on screen without any bias 
or political innuendoes. “It is emo-
tionally overwhelming and shows 

he said. 

(Top) Aneesh Danel with Sharman Joshi; (above) the 
director and Stephen Baldwin discuss a scene from the 

movie; and the Staines family

Sanskriti Singh is 17 and she has 
already authored a book. The student 
of Loreto Convent recently released 

Ram’s Sister
on a mythological character. 

Sanskriti studied in BK Bajoria 
School before shifting to Loreto 
Convent. She belongs to the Bun-
dela Rajput clan that has its roots 

-
tral home is in Bhagalpur. “I truly 
believe that the history and culture 

says the young author. 

mythological stories when she was a 

in the epics only increased. The Ra-

she has become more calm and pa-

In an interview with Sunday
Shillong
book and her inspiration for choos-
ing the subject. She says she loves 

on subjects like women empowerment 
and environment conservation. She is 

culture and heritage. Excerpts:

Why did you choose mythology as 
your genre?
Indian mythology has a beautiful 
base. It is like a movie consisting of 
every emotion… it has war, politics, 

love, passion, pain, endurance, 
friendship, enmity and the list is 
endless. It is a very strong medium 

a reader. It gives the picture of an 
idle society in contrast with the 
one which is unstable and full of 
foul play. I am a deeply spiritual 
person and personally I feel that 

-
ence in my life. Mythology gives 
the picture of what values are im-
portant for the society as well as an 
individual.

I wanted to write something that 
brings about some moral to the 
society and is also interesting to 
read. Hence, mythology is the best 
way to do the same.

Why did you choose that subject 
for the book?
I choose Shanta because not much 
was written about her and I want-
ed to write something new which 
readers did not know about. Shanta 
has a very beautiful persona which 
I am sure will be loved by readers. 

and had surpassed her limitations.
These were the main reasons to 

choose this subject. And then the 
genesis of the novel was a phi-
losophy, that of a new woman in 
today’s world. Shanta was the per-

-
losophy. 

She is Lord Ram’s elder sister 
right? What piqued your inter-
est in her? When?

Yes. Shanta is a beautiful charac-
ter to read about. She is a simple 

make her perfect. This piqued my 
interest in Shanta. 

time in the Valmiki Ramayana 1: 
Bal Kand Sarga 11. And again I 
saw her being mentioned in the 
television series Siya Ke Ram on 
the Hindi channel Star Plus in 
2015-16. It was then that I began 
my research on Shanta. 

is. What is your plan?
Yes, I agree… I think the main 
reason for this is that writing is 
an art which requires a lot of pa-
tience, research and thoughtful-
ness. And authoring a book tests 
your patience a lot, because it 
takes a lot of time, it took me ex-
actly one year to get the hard copy 
in my hand. And this journey of a 
whole year gave me a lot of ideas 
about how to move forward and 
now I guess I know what to do 
next.

I will try to divide my atten-
tion between writing and studies 
as I am in Class 12. Still I cannot 
leave writing. It is an inseparable 
part of my very existence. I have 
already planned my new project 
and am also researching about 
the same. I plan to work with 
historical stories too in future as 
my major paper is history but that 
will be later. For now it will be 

mythology.

How much research did it take to 
write the book? 
A lot of research went in this book; 
I have to truly say this. Because the 

Shanta was small paragraphs or a 
few hundred to two hundred word 
article.

When I write anything, my prime 
focus is to refer to the Epics, Vedas, 
Upanisads and books by new and old 
writers.

Does Shanta have similarities with 
today’s women?
Yes, every woman can relate to 
Shanta. She is emotional, sometimes 
weak and sometimes strong. She 
is not perfect… I truly believe the 
words said in the play Candida by
George Bernard Shaw where he por-
trays Candida the protagonist of the 
play as today’s new women. 

How do you categorise the epics?
I categorise them historically be-

Both the epics bring forth two dif-
ferent kinds of societies. These ep-
ics are not for a particular religious 
group… Every character in the epics 
teaches us something, it’s the vision 
that matters. 

Are you aware of the political and 
social-economic upheavals cen-
tring Ram and Ayodhya?
Ram was a righteous king who be-

lieved in following rules. The whole 
dynasty stands on the pillar of truth, 
rules, its extreme forms of following 
their promise and dharma. King Har-
ishchandra’s promise given to Vish-
wamitra is famous. 

We come to see those harsh rules 
when Sita had to leave the palace. 
Ram remained shackled even though 
he was assured with political powers; 
he had no control over himself and 
his life. While talking about Ram, 
I would say how one cannot under-
stand the harshness of society which 
could not see Ram’s pain when Sita 
left Ayodhya. He had suffered be-
cause of those rules.

To write this novel I truly had to 
remain indulged in knowing the po-
litical and socio-economic upheav-
als centring Ram. I have done ex-
tensive research on this prospect and 
it is explained in the novel clearly. 
One can witness these complications 
in the novel in the essence of each 
character…

Your favourite writers…
I am always hungry for literature 
whether it is in Hindi, English or 
Sanskrit… My favourite writers in 
English are William Shakespeare, 
George Bernard Shaw and Jean Sas-
son. In Hindi, I love reading Ram-
dhari Singh Dinkar, Siyaramsharan 
Gupta, Maithilisharan Gupta and 
Kabir Das. And who can resist Kali-
das in Sanskrit.

Anything else you want to add?
At the end I would like to add that 
I hope that my novel “Ram’s Sister: 
True Scion of Raghu” will be liked 
by readers… I hope readers will be 
able to know Shanta as I have known 
her in these many months. 

’Today’s women can relate to Shanta’


