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India, which is considered 
the oldest country to have a 
well-planned city with the 

oldest civilisation in the world, 
has some hidden truths that not 
many know about. This coun-
try has created wonders in ev-
ery field, including science and 
arts. 

All of us know that India was 
the country to establish the first 
mahaviharas or universities 
namely Takshila, Nalanda and 
Vikramshila. The entire philos-
ophy of having a well-planned 
education system had already 
emerged in India even before 
universities came into exis-
tence. Also, these universities 
taught subjects that the world 
came to know about much later. 
We are all aware that zero was 
invented in India, which means 
the very base of mathematics 

was founded here. 
In Hanuman Chalisa, com-

posed by Saint Goswami Tul-
sidas in Kashi during 1532-
1623, a particular shloka 
consists of the approximate 
distance of the sun from Earth. 
The shloka is — Yug sahastra 
yojan par bhanu/Leelyo Tahi 
madhur phal Janu. The first 
line consists of a mathematical 
calculation which, when sim-
plified in the following way, 
gives the distance. 

1 Yug = 1296000 (duration of 
Treta Yug, the time when Ra-
mayana actually happened); 1 
Sahastra= 1000; 1 yojan= 7.64 
miles; 1 mile = 1.6 km. Now 
when we calculate this we get;

Yug * sahastra * yojan = par 
bhanu (bhanu is the Sanskrit 
word for the sun). That is, 
1296000 * 1000 * 7.64 miles 

= 9,901,440,000 miles. One 
mile is 1.6 km, and hence, 
9,901,440,000 miles would be 
15,931,416,960 km. 

The distance that has been 
stated by NASA is 150 million 
km, which is close to what the 
Chalisa has stated. It is sur-
prising that how our scriptures 
have given such meaningful 
contents which can help us at-
tain the knowledge about our 
universe. It is quite unfortunate 
that it is hardly recognised and 
accepted. The worst is that any 
research provided in the pres-
ent time by scholars consisting 
of such scriptures is considered 
supporter of fundamentalists. 

If we start considering our 
scriptures as research books 
and historical texts, we might 
be leading the world towards 
an entire new scenario of de-

velopment and help our coun-
try grow alongside. When 
NASA recorded the vibration 
of the sun the sound created 
was OM! OM is the sound 
that the universe produces, and 
hence, it is used while perform-
ing yoga. Some people make it 
a religious issue and restrain 
themselves from performing 
Yoga. 

Let us not bring religion into 
everything and let us not be 
divided in the name of god. 
Because I strongly believe 
that God can never divide, he 
can only unite. Let us not be 
deceived by the irrational sce-
nario presented to us and once 
again become that one incredi-
ble India that we always were.

(Contributed by Sanskriti 
Singh, Loreto Convent) 
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‘The old world does not meet the new’

The Oracle

Hidden behind the flail-
ing shopfronts, past 
the narrow gulley 

through a consenting orifice, 
through the dusty lanes with 
billowing juniper and dung 
plumes, beyond the staccato 
sheds of mud plaster and hol-
low bricks, a leap across the 
canal carved out of the Indus 
for sustenance and amuse-
ment, like a vagrant whisper a 
flat-roofed tenement betrays a 
quiet hum of activity.

Choglamsar is like a gnaw-
ing laceration on the face of 
Leh. On the Manali highway 
a few miles south of down-
town Leh, abutting the model 
village of Saboo, Choglamsar 
is a bottleneck before the pit 
stop of Karu and Upshi. It is 
more Saharanpur than it is 
Leh. Amidst the detritus of 
truck-sized boulders left be-
hind by the flash floods that 
thundered down from Saboo 
one night after a ten-minute 
cloud burst and tore apart ev-
erything that came in its way, 
a contiguous chain of wood 
and mud plaster buildings 
jostle for space with glass 
and chrome upstarts flank-
ing the sides of the highway 
for about a mile. Not an inch 
has been spared, not an elbow 
room given. Here, the old 
world does not meet the new, 
they sneer, gnaw and confront 
each other, where each trying 
to outwit the other, appear to 
be caught in a time warp.

Each of this macabre con-
gregation of building blocks 
of varied shape, size, colour 
and architecture; houses and 
stores selling everything from 
motor spares to goat meat 

and alcohol to plastic mugs. 
When the wares on display 
cannot be contained in the 
cubbyhole shops, they spill 
over the doorways and rest on 
the pavement, proudly flaunt-
ing the innards of the store. 
The pavement and the road 
is a heave and swell of fren-
zied shoppers, honking cars, 
bejeweled women, and dazed 
and contented jaywalkers. It 
is as if everyone is out for a 
d o o m s d a y 
bargain, ev-
eryday. The 
gut-wrench-
ing come-
ons of food 
stall owners 
and bleat-
ing goats 
straining to 
escape the 
b u t c h e r s 
knife add 
to the re-
vulsion that 
C h o g l a m -
sar easily 
engenders 
w i t h o u t 
much of a 
fuss. In the 
land of high 
passes, it is 
here that for 
once, even 
the moun-
tains bow to 
human in-
tervention. 

F i v e 
O’clock in the evening, two 
hours before sundown, the ex-
pectant assortment of men and 
women who had assembled 
under the square awning in 
the courtyard of the tenement 
has grown in numbers. The 
deep aquamarine entrance to 

the inner quarters frames 
a fierce looking Buddha 
and is firmly bolted from 
the inside. The bounded 
courtyard swept with 
white clay, which can 
hold at most twenty odd 
people, now looks crowd-
ed. People have spilled 
over from under the tar-
paulin awning and have 
occupied every available 
space, making an effort 

not to 
s t a m p 
on each 
other ’s 
t o e s ; 
w h i l e 
t h e 
luckier 
o n e s , 
most ly 
women 
and chil-
dren, sit 
on their 
h a u n c h e s 
in one of 
the projec-
tions of the 
irregularly 
shaped yard. 
In Ladakh, 
almost ev-
erybody has 
a nodding 
a c q u a i n -
tance with 
each other, 
or knows 
s o m e o n e 
who is a 

mutual friend or a relation; 
civility therefore comes easy. 
While the men and women 
engage in small talk, the chil-
dren attempt to run around or 
play Tag, only to bump into 
someone’s back or topple over 
an extended foot, fall flat, get 

chided, sit still for few uneasy 
seconds and repeat the drill 
with the same diligence. It has 
been a long and uncomfort-
able wait, yet none of the men 
and women betray despon-
dency; no one even looks at 
the entrance for it to open, let 
alone anyone even thinking 
of jumping queue, for there is 
no queue in the first place. A 
lot of people here have come 
from far off places, even as 
far as Phyang and Taroo, a lot 
of them from Hemis, Stakna, 
Thiksey, Matho, Murtse and 
all the three Chuzot villages, 
quite a few from Leh; travel-
ling most of it on foot, carry-
ing apple-cheeked children 
over their shoulders.

Every minute of delay would 
bear like a cross on their shoul-
ders on their return leg. Even 
if they can afford it, finding a 
wheeled transport after dusk 
would not be easy. Yet, even 
after a wait of two hours, it’s 

a cherubic gang that greets 
Ayu Lhamo as she walks into 
the courtyard from the narrow 
lane by the canal, apologiz-
ing profusely for the delay in 
a sing-song, whispery voice. 
Apparently, it was a stub-
born spirit in her neighbour’s 
house, which she had gone to 
exorcise, that was to blame for 
the delay. She looked tired and 
was already half panting, only 
to find herself with a court-
yard full of seekers to attend 
to in the failing light, each 
with their unique afflictions, 
problems and propositions. 

(Excerpt being published 
with permission from the 

publisher)
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By Nirmal Kanti Bhattacharjee

Born in 1970 at a tea gar-
den near Silchar at his 
grandfather’s place, 

Nabarun Bhattacharya was 
brought up in Shillong where 
his father worked in the AG of-
fice. His early schooling started 
at All Saints’ Cathedral School. 
After a brief stint in Bhutan 
where his father was posted 
on deputation, he returned to 
Shillong and was admitted to 
Laban Bengalee Boys’ School 
from where he passed his 
HSLC examination. After that, 
his father was again posted out 
in Imphal on deputation. So, he 
passed his Higher Secondary 
Exam from DPS, Imphal. As 
his studies were frequently get-
ting disrupted, it was decided 
that he would be sent to me in 
Kolkata where I was working 
in those days. I put him in Nar-
endrapur Ramakrishna Mission 
College from where he gradu-
ated with Honours in English. 
Unfortunately, his father suc-
cumbed to cancer in a hospital 
in Kolkata when he was a final 
year student. So, he decided 
not to pursue his Master’s and 
started writing competitive ex-
ams. That is how after a couple 
of years he got a job in the 
Customs Department and was 
again posted in Shillong for a 
few years and later transferred 
to Guwahati.

While preparing for competi-
tive exams in Kolkata he per-
fected his natural aptitude for 
computers by taking a course 
in NIIT. Later, he turned out to 
be quite a wizard in computer. 
Once he told me that if he had 
wanted, he could even 
hack into anybody’s 
email account. He 
used to do all 
his writing di-
rectly in com-
puter and was 
well versed in 
photo-shop-
ping and other 
mul t i -media 
activities.

While in 
Shillong, he 
earned quite a rep-
utation as a school 
cricketer. He was an ace 
fast bowler and also a depend-
able middle-order batsman. He 
represented his school team in 
many inter-school tournaments 
and also played in inter-district 
competitions. Every cricket 
lover in Shillong in the mid 
and late eighties would remem-
ber him well, of course more as 
‘Pappu’ (his nickname). While 
staying in Shillong again dur-
ing 1995-2007 as a customs of-
ficer, he revived his cricketing 
activity and took regular part 
in Saturday-Sunday cricket 
matches.

In Imphal, there was not 
much scope for cricket. So he 
took up table tennis as a regu-
lar sport and honed his skill 
further in Narendrapur college. 
He was the table tennis cham-
pion of his college.

After his father’s death, he 
took care of his mother with 
exemplary fortitude and affec-
tion. She was a widow of just 
43 years and needed support 
and care. Young Nabarun stood 
behind her like a rock and since 

his posting in Shillong in 1995, 
she stayed with him. In 2002, 
he married a Guwahati girl 
and fathered two children. For 
the last 12 years in Guwahati 
(from 2007 onwards), it was a 
happy family. Nabarun was a 
loving husband and affection-
ate father. I have noticed that 
as an employer too, he was 
quite generous and would take 
care of his cook, maid-servant 
and driver. That is why they 
worked with him for years to-
gether.

Nabarun died of a rather rare 
disease called Acute Pancreati-
tis. Doctors say it is caused by 
very long neglect of one’s diet 
and irregular food habit. Yes, 
he was a sparse eater and often 
fastidious in his choice of food. 
His regular smoking habit also 
did not help. On April 26, 2019, 
he came home from office with 
complaint of severe pain in the 
stomach. Their house physician 
examined him and suggested 
immediate hospitalisation. On 
the fourth day he went into a 
coma and was put on ventila-
tor. I rushed from Delhi on get-
ting the news. After 4-5 days’ 
observation and consultation 
with doctors, I shifted him to 
Delhi with full ICU simulation 
within the aircraft. He breathed 
his last on May 5, 2019.

As the book on Ladakh tells 
you, he was an ace photogra-
pher and a regular trekker. He 
specialised in landscape and 
wildlife photography but was 
also interested in portrait pho-
tography of people in remote 
places. Apart from visiting 
Manas, Kaziranga, Pobitora 
and other sanctuaries a num-

ber of times, he would 
come to Delhi every 

year with a group 
of like-minded 

friends and pro-
ceed to Garwal 
H i m a l a y a s 
for combined 
trekking and 
photography 
expedit ions. 
In the North 

East too, he was 
a regular trekker 

in the eastern Hi-
malayas, especially in 

the Sikkim range. I have 
noticed that he was a meticu-
lous planner and would pack 
everything — not only suitable 
clothes and equipment, but also 
essential medicines and other 
props — before undertaking a 
journey.

Nabarun was an avid reader 
with a special interest in the 
War History. Often, he would 
request me for a book on war, 
not available in Guwahati or in 
Amazon. I have noticed in his 
shelf at the Guwahati residence 
an eclectic collection of books 
including Liberty of Death by 
Patrick French, Sacred Games 
by Vikram Chandra, Arushi by 
Avirook Sen, The Kite Runner 
by Khaled Hosseini, Muffled 
Dawn by Saadat Hassan Man-
to, Many Lives, Many Masters 
by Dr Brian Weiss, The Sirens 
of Baghdad by Yasmina Khad-
ra, A Case of Exploding Man-
goes by Mohamed Hanif, and 
others.

(The author is the uncle of 
Nabarun Bhattacharya)

A talent lost too early
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